Blackwell & District A.C.

CODE OF CONDUCT & BEHAVIOUR FOR BLACKWELL & DISTRICT A.C.
Code of Conduct
This document sets out the club’s expectations in respect of officials, athletes and supporters. Membership of and association with Blackwell & District AC is deemed to include an acceptance of this Code of Conduct and Behaviour.

The club will

· Ensure that all coaches and volunteers hold appropriate qualifications.
· Adopt national policies and codes of conduct in relation to athlete welfare.

· Ensure that club officers and volunteers act responsibly and set a good example to all members.

· Appoint a designated Welfare Officer to act as first point of contact in cases of concern about athlete welfare.
·  Welfare Officer contact details: Janice Flintham 07971 736338.

· Carry out its duties within relevant legislation and government guidelines, as well as recommendations and guidelines from UK Athletics.

· Treat all members fairly and as individuals regardless of race, religion or gender.

· Deal with all matters that breach this Code of Conduct in accordance with the club’s Disciplinary Procedure.

As a member of Blackwell & District AC you must 
· Treat others with respect and fairness.

· Ensure that your behaviour during training, participating in sport or travelling to and from meetings and events is dignified and does not cause offence to others. 
· Remember that you are a representative and ambassador of the club at all times – as such, the club as a whole may be judged by your actions as an individual.

· Anticipate your own needs, be organised and on time, with suitable footwear and gear and with adequate arrangements for post training re-hydration and nutrition. Provide a signed consent form to the club when required to do so and update your contact details should they change.

· Consider the implications of withdrawing from a commitment to compete and the impact that will have on the team. If withdrawal from an event is unavoidable you must contact your coach as soon as possible before the event.

· Be courteous to other competitors, officials and coaching staff at all times.

· Alert the coaching staff to any conflict or dispute occurring at an event, so that they can take this matter up on your behalf or advise you on a course of action.

· Show patience with others and respect diversity and ability.

· Inform your coach if you are receiving coaching elsewhere, have sustained an injury or are in receipt of any medical treatment.

· Notify a responsible adult if you have to go somewhere whilst attending training or an event.
· Not respond to someone seeking personal information other than that directly associated with your athletics – for example, issues about home or school life, financial details etc.

· Strictly maintain a clear boundary between friendship and intimacy with a coach, official or other person with whom you train.

· Speak out immediately if anything makes you concerned or uncomfortable (Telling your parents/carers or the club’s Welfare Officer – Dianne Wass 01773 580340) or if you suspect that a club mate has suffered from misconduct by someone else.
· Observe and promote the Track Etiquette at all times.

· Do not accept offers of transport without the consent of your parent/carer.

· Use only safe transport and travel arrangements.

· Not engage in destructive behaviour at events. You must leave venues as you would wish to find them. Clean up your own rubbish and dispose of it properly.

· Accept guidance from event officials regarding safety and behaviour.

· Never use abusive language or physical aggression of any kind at events, or deliberately distract others while they are competing.

· Never become involved in alcohol abuse, drug abuse, solvent abuse or under age smoking.

· Never become involved in illegal or irresponsible behaviour.

· Never become involved in verbal, physical, mental intimidation or acts of bullying. This includes the inappropriate use of text messages, posting adverse comments on internet message boards and all other electronic media.

· Uphold the same values away from sport as you do when engaged in sport.
· Promptly pay any fees due to the club when asked to do so.

· Show appreciation to those throughout the club who help them participate in athletics, including the coaches.

All Coaches, Staff and Volunteers must
· Respect the rights, dignity and worth of every athlete, regardless of background or ability.
· Ensure the well being and safety of athletes at all times.

· Challenge inappropriate behaviour or language by others.

· Ensure that they are properly qualified for activities that they coach and update their license and education as and when required by UK Athletics.

· Turn up in good time for each session and assure that there is adequate cover for each session provided or adequate notification of cancellation. 
· Lead sessions with enthusiasm and to the best of their abilities, consistently promoting the positive aspects of the sport (health and social benefits and fair play). 

· Develop an appropriate relationship with athletes and their parents/carers.

· Make sure that all activities are appropriate to the age, experience and ability of those taking part.

· Always ask the athlete’s permission and explain the reason why before touching the athlete.

· Display high standards of behaviour and appearance.

· Follow guidelines as laid down by UK Athletics and Blackwell & District AC.
· Observe and promote the agreed Track Etiquette at all times.

· Never condone rule violations, rough play, the use of prohibitive substance or inappropriate behaviour and language.

· Report any suspected misconduct by other coaches to the appropriate authorities (Club Welfare Officer –  Dianne Wass 01773 580340, UK Athletics, police, as appropriate)

All Parent/Carers/Supporters must

· Encourage your child to learn the rules.
· Discourage unfair play and arguing with officials.

· Help to recognise good performance, not just results.  

· Never force your child to take part in sports.

· Set a good example by recognising fair play and applauding the good performance of others.

· Never punish or belittle a child for losing or making mistakes.

· Support your child’s involvement and help them to enjoy their sport.

· Use correct and proper language at all times.
· Remember that officials are there to ensure the smooth and safe running of an event. Any grievance during an event (such as a disputed decision) should be taken up with a Blackwell & District AC coach. Supporters should never challenge individual track or field judges directly. 

· Never enter the area of the track or field whilst a competition is being held, without the express permission of an official. This could lead to disqualification of a competitor.

· Not engage in verbal abuse of competitors, coaches or officials. You should uphold the same high standards of conduct as expected from Blackwell & District AC members and set an example to others. 
· Report instances of unsatisfactory conduct to club officials.

· Feel free to offer your support to all athletes in an event; including taking the opportunity to offer help to officiate with track of field events.
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