Blackwell & District A.C.

GUIDELINES ON PHOTOGRAPHY AND THE USE OF VIDEO

Introduction 
Blackwell & District A.C. is committed to providing a safe and enjoyable environment for young people. Implicit in this, is the commitment to ensure that all publications, resources and media represent participants appropriately. By adopting points outlined below, we endeavour to put into place the best possible practice to protect young people wherever photographs or recorded images are taken.

The following general principles will be followed for use of photography and video:-

· Images should convey the best principles and aspects of the sport, such as fairness and safety 

· Images of a young person, who is under a court order, will not be recorded or published

· The photograph should ideally focus on the activity. Where possible images of children / young people should be recorded in small groups

Use of images of young people on the web or in publications

There have been concerns about the risks posed directly and indirectly to children and young people through the use of photographs on websites. Photographs can be used as a means of identifying children when they are accompanied with personal information. Secondly, the content of the photo can be used or adopted for inappropriate use and there is evidence of this adapted material appearing on child pornography sites.

The following procedures will be undertaken to minimise the potential for misuse:

· If a young person is named, their photograph will not be used

· If a photograph is used, the name will not appear in the caption

· Parental permission will be gained prior to an image of a young person being used

· Only images of players in suitable dress will appear, to reduce the risk of inappropriate use. It is difficult to specify exactly what is appropriate given the wide diversity of sports. The content of the photograph should focus on the activity not on the particular child, and should avoid full face and body shots. 

Using video as a coaching aid

Coaches should still be allowed to use video equipment as a legitimate coaching aid. However, young people and their parents/carers should be aware that this is part of the coaching programme and care should be taken in the storing of such films.

Use of Photographic Filming Equipment at Events

There is evidence that some people have used sporting events as an opportunity to take inappropriate photographs or film footage of young and disabled sports people. Whilst this might be rare, all those involved in sport have a duty of care to young and vulnerable people to ensure that the risk is as small as possible. The following guidelines / procedures should be adopted for all partnership events.

Parental / Guardian consent

Permission should be gained from all parents/guardians prior to photographs being taken at events. (Player registration forms will include this information). 

Use of professional photographers / filming / video operators

If a professional photographer or members of the press are invited to an event / activity, the following procedures should be adopted:

· Provide a clear brief about what is considered appropriate in terms of content and behaviour

· Issue the photographer with identification which must be worn at all times

· Inform the athletes and parents that a photographer will be in attendance at an event and ensure they consent to both the taking and publication of films/photographs

· Unsupervised access to athletes or one to one photo sessions at events will not be permitted

· Photo sessions outside the event or at an athletes home will not be permitted

Parents / other spectators

Any parents / carers or other spectators intending to photograph or video at the event, should be made aware of the following procedures:-

· Spectators will be asked to register at the event, if they wish to use photographic equipment

· Once registered, spectators will be issued with an identification label which will then identify them as being authorised to use photographic equipment

· Event organisers should approach and challenge any person taking photographs who has not registered. If this person continues to record images unauthorised, the matter should be referred to the local police

· Athletes and parents will be informed that if they have any concerns, they can report these to the event organiser

· Any concerns regarding inappropriate or intrusive photography should be reported to the event organiser and recorded in the same manner as any other child protection concern.

Public Information

The specific details concerning photographic/video and filming equipment should, where possible, be published prominently in event programmes and displayed at the event venue. The following wording should be included in event programmes, where appropriate:

‘In line with recommendations in the Child Protection Policy, we request that any person wishing to engage in any video, zoom or close range photography should register their details with event staff before carrying out any such photography.

The event organiser reserves the right to decline entry to any person unable to meet or abide by the event organiser’s conditions. If you are concerned about any photography taking place at this event, please contact the event organiser.’
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Consent Form for the use of Photographs or Video. 

(Parents and children) 

Blackwell & District AC recognises the need to ensure the welfare and safety of all young people in sport. 
In accordance with our Child Protection policy we will not permit photographs, video or other images of young people to be taken without the consent of the parents/carers and children. 
Blackwell & District AC will follow the guidance for the use of photographs a copy of which is available from the club.
Blackwell & District AC will take all steps to ensure these images are used solely for the purposes they are intended. If you become aware that these images are being used inappropriately you should inform Blackwell & District AC immediately. 
I ………………………………………………………….(parent/carer*) consent to Blackwell & District AC 
photographing or videoing ………………………………………………………………………………(insert name) 
______________________________ 

Signature of parent / carer 
______________________________ 

Date 
I ………………………………………………………….(insert name of child) consent to Blackwell & District AC  photographing or videoing my involvement in sport.

______________________________ 
Signature of parent / carer 
______________________________ 

Date

